Progress in Surgery.
SURGERY OF THE NERVES.
Trifacial Neuralgia-?The justifiability of the necessarily severe operations undertaken for the relief of this extremely painful affection is gradually being recognised, and the number of patients subjected to the modern operative procedures is undoubtedly on the increase.
There are, however, some who hesitate to admit the value of surgical interference in these cases, among them Dr. Gilles de la Tourette,1 who contributes a paper on the subject from the medical point of view.
In discussing the diagnosis of the condition, he says that the sensory root of the fifth nerve alone is concerned, and he lays particular stress on the " painful spots " where the branches emerge on the face, viz., the supra-orbital, palpebral (at the outer angle of the eye), nasal (at the inner angle), and the ocular points, all associated with the ophthalmic division of the fifth.
Those associated with the second or superior maxillary division are the infra-orbital, malar, dental, and palatine ; and with the third or inferior maxillary division, the tempero-maxillary, inferior dental, lingual (along the side of tbe tongue), and mental points. In addition to these points of excessive hypera?3thesia, the whole side of the head, in some case3, is sensitive and tender. 
